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IF CLAUSES

ZERO CONDITIONAL

IF + SIMPLE PRESENT*

If I don't get enough sleep
If you don't do your homework
If you want to delete 

SIMPLE PRESENT, MODAL, IMPERAT.

I feel tired and nervous.
you can't go out.
press this button.

IF + SIMPLE PAST

If I made a mistake in class

SIMPLE PAST

I felt embarassed.

Si usa per:

1. Per parlare di verità di tipo generale e universale (leggi scientifiche).
2. Istruzioni.
3. Con fatti sempre veri e situazioni che si ripetono.

* vale la proprietà commutativa per tutti i periodi ipotetici: la frase non cambia
se la principale precede la subordinata (if).

FIRST CONDITIONAL

IF* + SIMPLE PRESENT, PRESENT 
CONTINUOUS, PRESENT PERFECT

If she invites me,
If she’s feeling better, 
If he hasn’t heard the bad news yet,
If I see her,  

SIMPLE FUTURE, TO BE GOING TO

I will go to the party.
she’ll come.
I’ll tell him.
I’m going to tell her exactly how 
angry I am.

Si usa per:

1. Indicare eventi futuri possibili o probabili.
2. Esprimere ipotesi ritenute reali.

* If   può essere sostituito da diversi connettivi come: when (quando), while 
(mentre), as soon as (non appena), till/until (fino a quando), as long as 
(finché), before (prima), after (dopo)... Anche UNLESS   che vuole però la forma
affermativa del verbo sempre al simple present:
If you don't study hard, you won't pass the exam. 
Unless you study hard, you won't pass the exam.



SECOND CONDITIONAL

IF + SIMPLE PAST (SUBJUNCTIVE)*

If I had more time, 
If he had time,
If she had the courage,

PRESENT CONDITIONAL (would + 
forma base), COULD, SHOULD, MIGHT

I would take dance lessons.
he could give you a lift to the station.
She should tell him the truth.

Si usa per:

1. Indicare eventi futuri improbabili o immaginare condizioni diverse da 
quelle presenti.

2. Formulare ipotesi con scarsa possibilità di realizzazione.
3. Esprimere ipotesi irreali, impossibili.

* Il Past Subjunctive è come il SIMPLE PAST con l’unica differenza che “was” 
(1° e 3° persona singolare) è sostituito da “were” (“was” si usa solo nella 
lingua parlata):
If I were you, I wouldn't go.

THIRD CONDITIONAL

IF + PAST PERFECT (had+PP)

If the road hadn't been icy,
If I had known he had no money,
If I had studied harder,
If you had told her about your 
problem,

PERFECT* CONDITIONAL 
(would/could/might/should have+PP)

I wouldn't have had an accident.
I would have lent him some.
I would have passed the exam.
she could/might have helped you.

Si usa per:

1. Parlare di situazioni passate che non si sono realizzate perché le 
condizioni necessarie non si sono verificate.

2. Esprimere rimpianto, rincrescimento, criticare.

* Si usa il present conditional al posto del perfect conditional quando 
l'ipotesi può essere rapportata al presente.
If I had married him, I would be very happy now.

Sia nella frase principale che in quella subordinata è possibile usare forme 
progressive.
We wouldn't have interrupted them, if they had been talking.
If it hadn't been so cold, we would have been lying on the beach.

Nel linguaggio formale le subordinate con should, were, had   possono venire 
espresse invertendo l'ordine soggetto/verbo ed eliminando if.
Should you have any problems, please let us know.
Were I in your position, I would talkto the manager.
Had Susan known the film was so boring, she wouldn't have gone to the 
cinema.


