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FORMA PASSIVA

In inglese la forma passiva si usa più spesso rispetto all'italiano; la si utilizza 
per dare importanza all'azione più che al soggetto che compie l'azione che 
spesso può essere sconosciuto [My car was stolen yesterday]. 

1) si passa dalla forma attiva a quella passiva trasformando il complemento 
oggetto della frase attiva in soggetto della frase passiva [es. attiva: Jane made 
a cake  passiva: A cake was made by Jane]  

• il soggetto diventa il complemento d'agente preceduto da by [es. by Jane] e 
normalmente non viene espresso quando nella frase attiva è indeterminato 
(they, we, people, someone...) [es. They make these cars in Japan  These 
cars are made in Japan]

• i verbi che reggono una preposizione la mantengono nella forma passiva [es. 
We sent for a doctor immediately  A doctor was sent for immediately]

• la negazione si forma con to be+not [es. These cars aren't made in Japan] 

• la domanda si forma invertendo to be davanti al soggetto [es. Are these cars 
made in Japan?] [es. Who invented the telephone?  Who was the telephone 
invented by?]

FORMA ATTIVA FORMA PASSIVA

Sogg.+ verbo + compl.ogg. Sogg. compl.ogg + TO BE* + PP
(+by+compl.agente)

*TO BE  deve essere sempre coniugato nel tempo del verbo principale della 
forma attiva e può essere sostituito da get + PP nell'inglese colloquiale.

FORMA ATTIVA FORMA PASSIVA

He locks the door every night.
He locked the door every night.
He is locking the door...
He was locking the door...
He has locked the door...
He will lock the door...
He is going to lock the door...
He would lock the door...
He would have locked the door...
To lock 
To have locked 
Locking
Having locked
He can lock...

The door is   lock  ed every night (by him).
The door was   lock  ed every night.
The door is being   lock  ed.  ..
The door was being   lock  ed...
The door has been   lock  ed...
The door will be   lock  ed...
The door is going to be   lock  ed...
The door would be   lock  ed...
The door would have been   lock  ed...
To be   lock  ed
To have been   lock  ed
Being   lock  ed
Having been   lock  ed
The door can be   lock  ed



2) la forma passiva può avere anche una costruzione personale con alcuni verbi
che hanno   due complementi come:

give, offer, sell, pay, teach, show, send, bring,
lend, promise, ask, tell, order, warn, help, 
remind, advise, allow, say, think, report, 
believe, suppose, expect, know, consider...

• Si possono avere quindi due costruzioni passive: una che comincia con la 
persona (più usata) e una che comincia con la cosa.

FORMA ATTIVA FORMA PASSIVA
COST.PERSONALE

FORMA PASSIVA

Sogg.+ verbo +
compl.ogg. 

They sent me flowers

Sogg. comp.termine
+ to be +

PP + compl.oggetto 

I was sent flowers

Sogg. compl.ogg + TO
BE* + PP

(+by+compl.agente) 

Flowers were sent to
me

[es. He told the kids to be quiet.  The kids were told to be quiet]

[es. Everybody knows that he was in prison for five years  He is known to 
have been in prison for five years  It is known that he was in prison for five 
years]


